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Abstract | A symbol is a sign that reveals the hidden meaning behind words, considering it
as a means of connotation that helps in elucidation and clarification.
Additionally, the poet's interest in using various symbols as suggestive means to
obtain the intended meaning. It is also one of the most prominent poetic imagery
techniques that the poet invented through his discovery of linguistic means of
expression. The research deals with the symbol of nature in Malay Sufi poetry
and the use of this symbol by Malay Sufi poets in their texts. The research aims to
study the symbol of nature to clarify its types and reveal its Sufi connotations. To
obtain the data, six Malay Sufi poets were selected: Ahmad Kamal Abdullah
(Kemala), Suhaimi Haji Muhammad, Abham TR, Abdul Aziz Deraman, Hassan
Basri Budiman, and Jamaluddin Darus. Their selected collections are the
collection ‘Ayn’ by Kemala, ‘Di Malam Gelita Ini’ by Suhaimi Haji Muhammad,
‘Tafakkur’ by Abham TR, ‘Gelora Nurani’ by Abdul Aziz Deraman, ‘Di Atas
Perahu Cinta’ by Hassan Basri Budiman, and ‘Tangkai-tangkai Gemuruh’ by
Jamaluddin Darus. The research concluded that the symbol of nature varies
among Sufi poets into seven types: night, storm, sea, desert, rose, dust, and wind.
These types convey their Sufi connotations through their Sufi inspirations, their
passion for the love of God, their attachment to the love of God, their closeness to
God, their supplications, their glorification of God's creation, and their
challenges to attain the love of God. The poets selected for this research are
considered creative and cultured Sufi poets in presenting their pure Sufi feelings
towards God and their love for Him in an effective manner by utilizing the
symbol of nature to denote it.
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