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Abstract | Negative politeness is a communication strategy that aims to avoid projecting
a negative face on the listener. It is a retreat approach that emphasizes
honoring the listener's need for unrestricted freedom while avoiding
unnecessary interference. This research aims to explore on the depiction of
negative politeness methods in Jalal Barjas' novel "The Notebooks of Warragq,"
evaluate the numerous branches of this strategy utilized in the novel and
determine the factors that influence the usage of these tactics in the major
characters' dialogue. This study adopted both descriptive research design and
quantitative approaches, where data was collected from the Arabic novel “The
Notebooks of Warraq” by Jalal Burgess, and negative politeness strategies were
identified and classified based on Dale Hymes’ context theory and Brown and
Levinson’s (1987) politeness theory. The results show that only four of the ten
branches of Brown and Levinson's theory's negative politeness approach were
applied by the main characters in this Novel. The most utilized portion is "Be
indirect” (66%), followed by "Use hedging questions” (10%), "Apologies”
(10%), and finally "Use words of Honor to the listener” (4%). The other six
branches of this technique are not mentioned in the Novel. The researcher
found that the factors that affect the use of this strategy include the speaker's
degree of knowledge of the listener, and his social match. When the speaker is
familiar with the listener and has lower power (-D -P), or when he is unfamiliar
with the listener and has lower power (+D -P), he tends to use negative
politeness strategies. This strategy is used to avoid threats that might harm the
face and maintain balance.

Keywords: Strategy, Negative Politeness, Main Characters, Novel.
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