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Abstract | Ever since the Qur'an was revealed to mankind, the influence it has exerted on
people in various ways is beyond doubt. Therefore, the question arises to what
extent the Qur’an influences the young Imams and Bilal of UTM to serve the
community Therefore, this study was conducted to answer this question. This
study used a quantitative method with a total of 27 aspiring imams and young
bilal from UTM who were interviewed. After analysing, it was found that the
young Imams and Bilals of UTM have a good relationship with the Qur’an. They
are also willing to contribute to the community at UTM and in the
neighbourhood. In addition, Pearson's correlation analysis revealed a strong
influence of the respondents’ relationship with the Qur’an on their willingness
to serve the community. Finally, it is hoped that this study can make many
stakeholders realise the importance of the Qur’an as a source of inspiration for
people.
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INTRODUCTION
The Al-Qur’an is the holy book of the Muslims and is considered a revelation of God, which
was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad SAW. Al-Qur’an has a significant impact on human
life, especially for Muslims, because it contains Islamic teachings that are life guidelines that
must be followed by every Muslim (Mat Sin & Ishak, 2024).

The influence of the Qur'an on human life can be seen from different aspects. From
a spiritual point of view, the Qur'an has a great influence on people's spiritual life. The
Qur’an teaches faith and piety towards Allah, the Exalted, and provides guidance for the
practise of worship (Andy, 2019; Zaim, 2019). There are many verses in the Qur’an that talk
about faith and piety. When analysed, there are 730 places where the word "believing" and
183 places where the word "pious” appears in the Qur'an. This repetition is proof that the
Qur'an wants people to be believing and pious servants of Allah of Heaven in order to come
closer to God and improve their spiritual quality.

In addition, the Qur'an also has an influence on the formation of human morality.
The Qur’an teaches good morals, such as honesty, justice, patience, compassion and so on
(Kuswandi, Effendi & Mujib, 2020). This can be clearly seen in the Qur’an where the word
‘honest’ or ‘trust’ is repeated 18 times, the word ‘just' 57 times and the word ‘patience’ 43
times. The word ‘compassion’ or ‘mercy’ is repeated 28 times. In addition, the Qur'an
provides guidance on human behaviour in dealing with others and thus contributes to the
improvement of human morality (Sajidah & Hussin, 2021).
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Another aspect that is influenced by the presence of the Qur’an is the social sphere,
in which the Qur’an has a great impact on human social life. Al-Qur’an teaches brotherhood
and solidarity among Muslims and gives instructions about the relationship between man
and the environment (Kamaruddin, 2021; Nawawi, Din & Othman, 2020). This is evident
when one sees that the word 'brother’ is repeated 76 times in the Qur’an and words
pertaining to nature such as 'trees' 26 times, 'plants’ 14 times, 'sea’ 56 times and 'cloud’ 21
times. This helps to raise people's awareness, build harmonious social relationships and
avoid social conflict.

Apart from this, the Qur'an also has a positive influence on human health. Al-Qur’an
teaches the importance of taking care of the health of the body and mind and gives
instructions for a healthy diet (Ibrahim et al., 2021; Mohd et al,, 2021). In addition, many
studies show that the Qur’an has an impact on blood sugar levels, beta-endorphin levels,
anxiety, and pharmaceutical and non-pharmaceutical therapies (Anwar, Hadju & Massi,
2019; Astuti & Purnama, 2019; Indriyati et al, 2021; Latuapo, Farid & Ab Rahman, 2020).
Therefore, the Qur’an is undeniably influential and helps people to maintain their physical
and mental health.

Finally, the Qur’an has a great influence on the development of human intellect. Al-
Qur’an teaches knowledge and wisdom and gives instructions for the right way of thinking
(Aemy etal., 2021; Jamil, Abd Khafidz & Osman, 2019). In fact, this is one of the main reasons
why the Qur'an was revealed to mankind: to guide them to fair scientific values as well as
the skills to use the mind properly. In the Qur’an, the word 'think' is repeated 54 times, and
the suffix of the word 'think' is repeated 31 times. The word 'knowledge' is repeated 60
times, while the word 'hikmah' is repeated 7 times. Consequently, Allah SWT places great
emphasis in the Qur’an on developing the intellect and improving the overall quality of life.

To summarise, the Qur’an has a great impact on human life, especially for Muslims.
Al-Qur’an provides very comprehensive life guidelines that cover spiritual, moral, social,
health and intellectual aspects that help people lead a better and more meaningful life.

PROBLEM STATEMENT

The Qur'an undeniably has a great influence on human life, as has already been mentioned.
Meanwhile, one must also take note of the effects of renouncing the Qur'an in daily life.
Among the threats found in the Qur’an for those who abandon it are that;

1) they will continue in error
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Which means, “It is He who has sent among the unlettered [Arabs] a Messenger from
themselves reciting to them His verses and purifying them and teaching them the Book [i.e.,
the Qur'an] and wisdom [i.e,, the sunnah] - although they were before in clear error” (al-Quran.
Al-Jumuah: 2).

2) experience narrowness in life
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Which means, “And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a

depressed [i.e, difficult] life, and We will gather [i.e., raise] him on the Day of Resurrection
blind" (al-Quran. Taha: 124).

3) have a hardened heart
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Which means, “Has the time not come for those who have believed that their hearts should
become humbly submissive at the remembrance of Allah and what has come down of the truth?
And let them not be like those who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed
over them, so their hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly disobedient” (al-Quran.
Al-Hadid: 16).

4) be called a tyrant
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Which means, “And who is more unjust than one who is reminded of the verses of his Lord;

then he turns away from them? Indeed We, from the criminals, will take retribution” (al-Quran.
As-Sajadah: 22).

5) become a friend of Satan
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Which means, “And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the Most Merciful - We appoint
for him a devil, and he is to him a companion” (al-Quran. Az-Zukhruf: 36).

In practise, imams who are not familiar with the Qur'an often find that the quality
of their recitation is relatively weak and shows no improvement. It should be noted that
Rasulullah (s.a.w.) prioritised the selection of imams who can recite the Qur'an best. As
narrated by Abu Mas'ud (r.a.), the Prophet (s.a.w.) said,
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Which means, “The Messenger of Allah () said to us “The one who is well grounded in Allah's
Book and is distinguished among them in recitation should act as; Imam for the people. and if
they are equally versed in reciting it, then the one who has most knowledge regarding Sunnah;
if they are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest one to emigrate; If they emigrated at
the same time, then the oldest one in age. No man must lead another in prayer in latter's house
or where (the latter) has authority, or sit in his place of honour in his house, except that he

gives you permission or with his permission” (Hadis. Imam Muslim. The Book of Mosques and
Places of Prayer “Who is more entitled to lead the prayer”. 673c).

°
S
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Accordingly, the practise of reciting the Qur'an is essential, especially for Imams, as
it is important to read the Qur'an during prayer. According to Imam Nawawi in 'At-Tibyaan
fi Adabi Hamalati Al-Qur'an’, the earlier Salaf were so familiar with the Qur'an that they
could complete it within a day, such as Usman bin Affan (r.a.), Tamim Ad-Daariy (r.a.),
Saidina Said bin Jubair, Imam Mujahid, Imam As-Syafi'i, and many others (Ismail & Hamid,
2020; Rijan, Yakub & Ali Hassan, 2024). Thus, considering the scope of the study at
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, the question arises as to how familiar the candidates for
Imams and Bilal are with the Qur’an so that they can ultimately improve the quality of their
Qur’an recitation, which qualifies them to lead the prayers at the local mosque or surau.

In addition, the imams also play a role in interacting with the local community. This
was clearly stated by the senior imam of Jamek Raja Tun Uda Mosque in Shah Alam, Firdaus
Subhi, in an interview with Berita Daily. According to him, imams play a very importantrole,
not only in leading prayers but also in reaching out to all strata of society (Daily News). To
satisfy the community, an imam must be sincere, have extensive religious knowledge and
be a role model for the local community (Abd. Wahab, Ab. Hamid & Che Man, 2016; Salamun
& Rashid, 2016). In addition, imams must always be willing to serve and develop the quality
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of their identity (Johari etal., 2021). Therefore, the question arises to what extent the imams
and young bilals of UTM are willing to engage in the local community.

As mentioned earlier, the Qur’an plays an important role in people's lives. Since the
young Imam and Bilal candidates of UTM are familiar with the Qur’an and are willing to
serve the community, the question arises to what extent their familiarity with the Qur’an
affects their willingness to serve the local community.

This study was conducted to answer some of the problems mentioned above. For
this reason, this study was designed with several objectives to solve the problems that arise
when contributing to the world of science. The objectives of this study include:

1) To evaluate the relationship between Imam and young Bilal of UTM in daily life
along with the Qur’an.

2) To determine the level of willingness of the young Imams and Bilal of UTM to serve
the community in and around UTM.

3) To investigate the relationship between the influence of the Qur’an and the degree
of willingness of the young Imams and Bilals of UTM to serve the community in and
around UTM.

METHODOLOGY

This study was conducted using a quantitative research methodology utilising a series of
questionnaires administered to 28 respondents. All respondents were UTM students who
were selected to complete the UTM Imam and Bilal Muda programme. The quantitative
methodology was chosen because it has the strength of providing a comprehensive
framework for obtaining empirical data, coordinating data collection, and enabling direct
comparison (Mohajan, 2020; Purwanto, 2021).

The questionnaire instrument of this study is divided into three parts. The first part
consists of five questions about the demographics of the respondents. The second part is a
question related to the respondents’ relationship with the Qur’an. This part contains 12
questions. The last section also contains 12 questions related to the respondents'
willingness to serve the community in and around UTM. The questions included in the
questionnaires were developed based on literature review and interviews with experts in
the field (Abd Rahim et al,, 2021). To ensure that the instrument used is valid, the reliability
of the instrument is tested using the Cronbach's alpha (CA) value. A CA value of more than
0.6 means that the research instrument has high reliability (Ahmad Zaini, Abdul Halim & Ab
Ghani Hilmi, 2017; Mohd Jamaluddin & Abdullah, 2023).

Once the data is collected, it is analysed using SPSS version 29 (Service Package for
Social Science) software to obtain accurate analysis results. The analysis for the second part
will help to answer the first objective of the study, while the third part will answer the
second objective. Both analyses to answer the first and second objectives of the study will
use descriptive analysis by looking at the mean and standard deviation of the data. To
interpret the data of this study, the interpretation proposed by Roslan and Surat (2022) is
used, which means that a mean of 1.00 to 1.33 is interpreted as low, 1.34 to 2.66 as medium,
and 2.67 to 4.00 as high.

The relationship between the second and third parts of this questionnaire will then
answer the third research objective. The objective of examining the relationship between
the influence of the Qur’an and the level of willingness of young UTM imams and bilals to
serve the community in and around UTM can be achieved using a correlation test. Before
conducting the correlation test, the normality test should be conducted to determine the
type of correlation test that is most appropriate. If the research data meets the normality
level, the Pearson correlation test should be used. If not, then the Separman correlation test
should be used (Akbar, Sukmawati & Katsirin, 2023). The result of this correlation is
interpreted using an estimate of the strength of the relationship according to Cohen (2013).
A value of 0.00 indicates no relationship, a value between 0.10 and 0.29 indicates a weak
relationship, a value between 0.30 and 0.49 indicates a moderate relationship and a value
between 0.50 and 1.00 represents a strong relationship.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The data of this study are analysed using SPSS software version 29 by means of descriptive
and inferential analysis. Prior to the analysis, a reliability test is conducted to measure the
reliability of the research instrument using the CA value. Table 1 shows that the CA value
for the 12 items in the first part of the questionnaire set of this study is 0.759, while it is
0.883 in the second part of the questionnaire set of this study. This shows that the reliability
rate of the questionnaire set in part one is high and should be used since the CA values of
parts one and two are above 0.6.

Table 1: Cronbach's Alpha statistical test of reliability
Part Reliability Statistics

Cronbach’s Alpha | Number of [tem

1 (relationship with the Qur’an) 0.759 12

2 (willingness to serve) 0.883 12

Before continuing the analysis to answer the objectives of the study, the
demographic data of the study participants will be analysed. This is to provide an initial
overview of the study participants, who are UTM students selected as candidates for the
young imams and bilals of UTM. Of the 27 respondents, 24 are interested in becoming
imams, while the other three are interested in becoming bilals. Twelve of them are students
from the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, followed by eleven students from the
Faculty of Engineering and the remaining four students from the Faculty of Architecture and
Surveying. Most of them are first and second year students, totalling 21, while only six are
in their third and fourth year. Of the 27 prospective young UTM imams, only five have never
memorised the Qur'an. Three have memorised the optional surah and Juz Amma and five
have completed five juz hafazan. Eight have memorised 10 Juz, one has memorised 15 Juz,
and seven have completed their memorisation. All this information can be seen in Table 2
below.

Table 2: Cronbach's Alpha statistical test of reliabili

Choices Frequency | Percentage (%)

Tendencies Imam 24 88.9

Bilal 3 11.1

Total 27 100.0
Faculty Engineering 11 40.7

Social Sciences and 12 44.4

Humanities

Built environment and 4 14.8

surveying

Total 27 100.0
Academic Year One 11 40.7

Two 10 37.0
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Three 5 18.5
Four 1 3.7
Total 27 100.0
Total Memorization No memorization 5 185
Selected surah and juz 3 111
amma
5juz 3 111
10 juz 8 29.6
15 juz 1 3.7
30 juz 7 259
Total 27 100.0

In order to achieve the first objective of this study, which is to evaluate the
relationship between the Imam of UTM and young Bilal in daily life with the Qur'an, we have
analysed the second part, which involves calculating the mean and standard deviation.
Table 3 below shows that only three items have a medium level: items 4, 11 and 12, while
the remaining items have a high level.

[tem 4 shows that the frequency with which students meet with the memorisation
teacher to review their reading is at a moderate level because they have not yet participated
in the memorisation course, which would allow them to meet with the teacher more
frequently. Item 11, also at a moderate level, indicates that the young Imam and Bilal
candidates of the UTM have not yet read a large amount of Tafsir al-Qur’an. Moreover, item
12 shows that the young Imam and Bilal candidates of UTM do not memorise more than 15
pages per day on average. Overall, the young Imam and Bilal candidates from UTM have a
good relationship with the Qur’an, which is reflected in a high level of overall interpretation
with a mean score of 2.97.

Table 3: Descriptive statistics of UTM young imam bilal's relationship with the Qur’an

No Standard | Interpretation
Questions Min | deviation
1 [ will make sure that [ wake up early in the 2.93 10917 High

morning before dawn so that he is ready for
tahajjud and memorizing the Qur’an.

2 [[make sure I keep close company with people 3.37 10.688 High
who are always memorizing the Qur'an.

3 [ make sure that I repeat/read the verse that I 2.96 10.980 High
have memorized every time I finish the
obligatory prayer every day.
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4 [ regularly meet with the Qur'an teacher to check | 2.56 | 0.801 Medium
my current level of memorization.

5 [l am still in touch with my al-Qur’an teachers and | 2.96 | 1.018 High
friends at my old school.

6 | build a conducive learning atmosphere to 3.30|0.669 High
arouse my enthusiasm to memorize/read the
Qur'an.

7 [ will make sure I pray in congregation either at |3.30 | 0.669 High

the mosque or the college surau.

8 [When I feel stressed or sad, I will read the 3.44 10577 High
Qur’an.
9 [ often expect Allah to accept my practice when I |3.89 |0.320 High

read the Qur'an.

10 [ make the Qur’an a source of inspirationinmy |3.59 |0.572 High
life.
11 [[ have read the translation/tafsir of the Qur'an to | 1.76 | 0.892 Medium

better understand the Qur’an as much as:

1) 1/4 from al-Qur’an
2) 1/2 from al-Qur’an
3) 3/4 from al-Qur’an
4) all of al-Qur’an

12 [ will read/memorize at least: 1.530.555 Medium

1) 1 page per day
2) 15 page per day
3) 30 page per day

4) 60 page per day
Average/overall result 2.97 10.722 High

In order to achieve the objective of the study, which is to determine the level of
willingness of the young Imams and Bilal of UTM to serve the community in and around
UTM, an analysis of the third part was also conducted, which involves the calculation of the
mean and standard deviation. Table 4 below shows that only two items are at a medium
level: Item 10 and 12.

[tem 10 shows that young Imam Bilal of UTM's ability in terms of religious questions
and answers is still at a medium level. This is because the main requirements for imams and
bilals are knowledge of the Qur'an and voice, while religious Q&A skills are typically
required for ustaz or orators (Che Nor, 2023). Item 12, on the other hand, shows that the
ability of young Bilal Imam candidates from UTM to deal with corpses is at a moderate level.
The ability to deal with corpses should not only be mastered by imams and bilal, but by all
levels of society. Because the best person to manage a person's remains is the heir or child
(Shamsuddin, 2019). However, the moderate score for item 12 is due to the fact that the
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respondents of the study are young Imam Bilal candidates who are not yet officially working
for UTM and the surrounding community. Overall, UTM's young Imam Bilal candidates have
a high level of willingness to serve UTM and the surrounding community based on the
overall evaluation with a mean score of 3.06.

Table 4: Descriptive statistics of the readiness of UTM young imam bilal

to serve community

No

Standard | Interpretation
Questions Min | deviation

1 |l am willing to be an imam/bilal on an adhoc basis |3.33 | 0.784 High
at the UTM mosque if there is no imam /bilal.

2 [ often set a good example to my friends at UTM. | 3.26 |0.526 High

3 |[[don't expect payment when [ work as 3.07 10.829 High
imam /bilal.

4 [ don't mind rearranging my schedule if asked to | 3.30 | 0.609 High
work at a mosque outside UTM.

5 [ don'tfind it a bit heavy if | have to take a 2.9310.730 High
taxi/grab to go to the mosque to work as an
imam/bilal.

6 ['m not upset if other imams/bilals get consolation | 3.07 | 0.829 High
in the form of money and [ don't get my share.

7 |l am willing to attend a course to improve myself |3.59 [0.572 High
as an imam/bilal.

8 |l am willing to represent any organization if 3.3710.629 High
chosen to recite a prayer in public.

9 |l am not shy and ashamed to stand in front of 2.96 |10.808 High
people for religious purposes.

10 |l am not clumsy and willing to answer the 2.5210.802 Medium
congregation's questions about religion.

11 |l am not clumsy and willing to be a preacher at 2.89 10.892 High
MSI and other surrounding mosques.

12 |l can manage the funeral on an ad hoc basis if 24110931 Medium
there is no other imam/bilal.

Average/overall result 3.06 | 0.745 High

Before addressing the third objective of the study, a normality test must be
conducted for both variables: the independent variable (IV), i.e. Imam Bilal's relationship
with the Qur'an, and the dependent variable (DV), i.e. Imam Bilal's willingness to serve. As
shown in Table 5, the significant value for the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for the response
variable is 0.2. Since the p-value is greater than 0.05, the data are normally distributed (Rosu
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et al, 2024). Also for the dependent variable, as shown in Table 6, the significant
Kolmogorov-Smirnov value is 0.192, which is also greater than 0.05. This leads to the

conclusion that the data is normally distributed (Rosu et al., 2024).

Table 5: Test of normality of the independent variable

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig.
IV 0.132 27 0.200" 0.961 27 0.379

*. This is the lower bound of real significance.

a. Lilliefors interest correction

Table 6: Test of normality of the dependent variable

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig.
DV 0.139 27 0.192* 0.976 27 0.768

*. This is the lower bound of real significance.

a. Lilliefors interest correction

Once the normality test meets the requirements, the Pearson correlation test is used to
assess the strength of the relationship between the two variables. This test was employed to
achieve the final objective of the study, which is to examine the relationship between the
influence of the Qur’an and the degree of willingness of the young Imams and Bilals of UTM
to serve the community in and around UTM. As shown in Table 7, the significant level (2-
tailed) is 0.007, which is less than 0.05. This indicates that there is a correlation between the
independent variable (IV) and the dependent variable (DV) (Akbar et al., 2023). Moreover,
the correlation coefficient is 0.506, which indicates a strong relationship between the two
variables (Cohen, 2013). This shows that the Qur’an plays an important role in preparing the
young Imams and Bilals of UTM to serve the community in and around UTM.

Table 7: Pearson's Correlation Test between two variables

IV DV

IV | Pearson's Correlation 1| 0.506™

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.007

N 27 27
DV |Pearson's Correlation 0.506™ 1

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.007

N 27 27
** The correlation is significant at 0.01 (2-tailed).
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CONCLUSION

It cannot be denied that the Qur'an has a profound influence on people in all aspects
of life. This study provides evidence of the influence of the Qur’an on the willingness
of the young Imams and Bilals of UTM to serve the community. Overall, all three
objectives of this study were successfully achieved. The relationship between the
imams and young bilals of UTM with the Qur’an is at a good level. Likewise, their
willingness to serve the UTM community and their neighbourhood is high. Finally,
the influence of Qur'anic communication shows a positive effect on the willingness
of the young imams and bilals of UTM to serve the community. In conclusion, it is
hoped that this study highlights the importance of the Qur’an as a source of
inspiration in life and emphasises the miracles of the Qur’an in shaping human life.
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