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Abstract | Intertextuality is one of the most prominent modern critical terms that has
attracted the attention of researchers since its inception and theoretical
framing. The term signifies the notion that a text is essentially the product of
the interaction of earlier texts, which converse, intertwine, and merge to form
a new textual structure. Building on this concept, this study aims to analyze the
patterns of poetic intertextuality in “Cairo Modern” by Naguib Mahfouz and to
examine how it contributes to deepening meanings and supporting characters
within the novel. Additionally, the study explores the aesthetic and intellectual
dimensions that poetic intertextuality adds to the narrative text. The
significance of this study lies in highlighting Naguib Mahfouz’s contribution to
the aesthetic richness of the novel and showcasing his ability to draw from
poetic texts to create his artistic material, thereby enriching the novel in both
form and content. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
examining the phenomenon of intertextuality through precise descriptions and
analysis of poetic intertextuality examples, while investigating their thematic
and aesthetic functions and clarifying the motivations and justifications for
citing them within the narrative context. The study arrives at several findings,
most notably that poetic intertextuality occupies a significant place in Cairo
Modern. Mahfouz demonstrated exceptional skill in handling this phenomenon
in the studied novel. The study further proves that the intertextual relationships
established between the novel and poetic texts are largely harmonious with the
narrative context and the psychological states of the characters, contributing
to the construction of a new text. This research sheds light on the role of poetic
intertextuality in modern Arabic literature and serves as a reference for
understanding how poetic heritage is employed to enhance literary creativity.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Poetic Intertextuality, Arabic Poetry, Naguib
Mahfouz, Cairo Modern.
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