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Abstract | This paper examines the media framing strategies employed by the “Mesh Heik”
Telegram channel in its coverage of the 2023 Palestinian teachers’ strike, and
its role in mobilizing public opinion against the policies of the Palestinian
Authority. The study focuses on identifying the dominant media frames, the key
issues and themes highlighted, and the techniques of emphasis and satire used
in the channel’s posts, drawing on the theoretical framework of media framing.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and uses a media
content analysis form to analyze all posts published by the channel between 5
February and 26 April 2023. The exclusive sample includes 214 posts published
during the 80 day strike. The findings indicate that “Mesh Heik” primarily relied
on human-interest frames, followed by economic frames, enabling it to appeal
to broad segments of the Palestinian public whose needs and concerns are
closely tied to these two dimensions. The channel maintained a clear
oppositional stance toward the Palestinian Authority by strongly supporting
the Unified Teachers’ Movement and criticizing the General Union of Teachers
for its alignment with the Authority. Its coverage further highlighted issues of
financial corruption, arguing that such misconduct undermines the
government’s justification for ignoring teachers’ livelihood demands. It also
emphasized the role of security forces in suppressing teachers during the strike.

Additionally, “Mesh Heik” used various derogatory labels to describe the
Authority, reflecting its editorial orientation. The channel effectively employed
visual aids -such as images and press statements- to enhance credibility, while
maintaining a satirical tone through the use of memes and comics. This study
contributes to the literature on Palestinian digital media by illustrating how
online platforms shape oppositional public opinion and mobilize audiences
through strategic framing.
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