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Abstract | This paper examines the definition, classifications, and taxonomy of sciences as
presented in the manuscript al-Maghanim fi al-Khalas min al-Madhalim by
Shaykh Ja'id ibn Khamis al-Kharusi. Focusing on Omani Ibadi thought during
the 12th-13th H centuries, the paper first clarifies the notion of 'science’ and its
foundational principles. It then identifies the types of sciences with particular
attention to the sciences of mukashafa (spiritual unveiling) and mu'amala
(religious conduct). The study employs a critical-analytical method and closely
follows Shaykh Ja'id's entries in the first and second chapters of the manuscript
al-Maghanim. Among its findings are that Shaykh Ja'id method of defining and
classifying the sciences is primarily component-based rather than essence-
based; that he paid considerable attention to division, subdivision, and
exemplification across various sciences and categories, indicating an early
formative stage aimed more at defining 'science' than at critiquing the
classifications of earlier authorities; and that he was innovative in many terms,
divisions, and sub-divisions, not strictly adhering to established conventions in
the Islamic disciplinary tradition. The study recommends increased scholarly
attention to the classification of the sciences, its foundations, and components
as a central pillar of epistemological theory in Islamic thought, and it
encourages further investigation of the concept, categories, and legal
concequences of injustice (Dhulm) in al-Maghanim, since that theme is central
to the work.
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