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Abstract | This study aims to show the importance of social norms and their role in settling
disputes between neighbours who argue over agriculture, within the
boundaries of house walls, or the alteration of the watercourse. The settlement
and reconciliation of the dispute require the wisdom of the leaders to find the
solution and to return the water to its natural course, through social customs
and civil councils, without resorting to lawsuits in the courts and their lawyers,
which normally cost the plaintiff and the defendant money and time. The study
attempts to shed light on the custom and address it from an Islamic perspective
based on evidence from the purified Sunnah of the Prophet (SAW), where it
leads to positive outcomes that can be a new addition to reconciliation between
adversaries. There are many disputes, some of which occur in homes that are
bought, that lead to a dispute between neighbors. It may be semi-official, but it
is not registered with the authorities, or it is registered in the name of someone
other than the person who sold it. Parties other than the seller and the buyer
may turn up at the house if the dispute deepens. This is due to poor planning
and usually occurs outside of planned towns, or the so-called slums. The
problem of the study describes the disputes that occur in rural farms with
undefined boundaries, which, according to the customs of Arab societies, are
located within areas inhabited by certain tribes or clans and are not registered
in their names with the official authorities and are considered their sole
property, including the conflicts that occur due to political representation at
the centre of the ruling state. Or the dispute over the sharing of water on
irrigated farms and the common sewerage system. The researcher follows a
descriptive and analytical approach, as the paper leads to results that
strengthen customary law in a way that harmonises it with the provisions of
Islamic law. One of the main findings of the paper is that governance based on
customary and positive traditions can be used to resolve some of the conflicts
that occur between tribes and hinder the development of the country.
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