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Abstract | This study aims to analyse the novel "The Land” by the Egyptian novelist Abd al-
Rahman al-Sharqawi and explore the manifestations of realism and the theory of
commitment in its artistic structure. It also examines how the novel embodies the
meanings and concepts of socialist realism in literature, particularly in terms of the
writer's commitment to his people's struggles, aligning with his class. The study also
delves into the novel's themes, al-Sharqawi's choices regarding characters, settings, and
dialogue, and the narrative's construction of class consciousness among the peasants
in their conflict with the landowners. Since literature's connection with the
environment that produced it means that the novelist is embedded in his society, the
study of "Al-Ard" reveals the author's commitment to writing about a specific period in
his country's history. This was a time when the peasants suffered, were imprisoned, and
had their lands confiscated. The novel "The Land," published in 1954, was chosen for
the study due to its incorporation of elements of socialist realism in literature and the
theory of commitment. The author takes a stance on a specific period in his country's
history, marked by its conflicts and the suffering of the oppressed working class. Al-
Sharqawi presents the class struggle and aligns himself with the peasants and workers,
aiming to inspire all the oppressed and exploited classes in his country and in the world
within the framework of his intellectual and literary project dedicated to serving the
causes of freedom, justice, dignity, and rights. The study describes and analyses the
manifestations of socialist realism in the novel, which are represented through class
exploitation, the revolutionary struggle of the peasants, and the representation of the
positive protagonist. Furthermore, it discusses how the novelist is committed to
portraying the reality of the downtrodden classes by analysing the novel's themes,
characters, dialogues, and time and space settings. The results of the study show that
the narrative in "The land" is committed to portraying the reality of the peasants’
connection to the land, which serves as a battleground in their conflict with the
landowners, a conflict that makes the novel's reality a dynamic one driven by the
struggle for interests and the necessities of revolution. This is a call made by socialist
realism, and al-Sharqawi was a writer, narrator, and character within this conflict,
declaring his class affiliation and his support for the peasants and the causes of
freedom, justice, and dignity, committed to upholding the significance of human will
and its struggle within the collective class framework for shaping destiny based on
historical materialism.

Keywords: Realistic Approach, Theory of Commitment, Arabic Literature, Novel ‘The
Land’, Abd al-Rahman al-Sharqawi.
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