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Abstract | The Islamic political system is founded upon multiple pillars, and this study aims
to introduce three of these: ulii al-amr (those in authority), ahl al-shiira (the
consultative council), and ahl al-hall wa-al-‘aqd (those who hold authority and
resolve matters). The study emphasizes the attribute of knowledge in those
associated with these three pillars, or some of them, as well as their status within
the Islamic political system. This research adopts an inductive analytical
approach to achieve this goal by examining Qur’anic verses and hadiths and
reviewing works of exegesis, commentary on the Sunna, and the opinions of
jurists from books on Figh, Islamic politics, and other sources. Additionally,
historical and biographical works are used to clarify the meanings of terms
presented in the study. Through this, definitions are extracted and concepts that
the researcher endorses are established. The study concludes that religious
knowledge (‘ilm shari) is the primary qualification for scholarly authority. It
serves as the reference, arbiter, and guardian of the Islamic political system and
holds significant influence in the selection of the ruler, sole authority in
legislation, and participation in decision-making.

Keywords: Authority, Scholarly, Pillars, System, Consultation (Shiird).
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